














Provocateur 


Vietnam And The War 
In The Streets 

The following is excerptedfrom a dispatch from Vietnam by cycling/political activists Tooker 
Gomberg and Angela Bischojf who are traveling around the world by bicycle: 


D uring the war in Vietnam, the 
American military inaugurated a 
new form of destruction. It 
became known as “ecocide.” The military 
attempted to destroy the ecosystem by 
pouring massive quantities of herbicides 
from the sky to force peasants to abandon 
the countryside. Now Vietnam’s war is in 
the cities: cities that survived decades of 
war are now suffering under a pallor of 
exhaust. The streets of Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Minh City are being slowly strangled 
by aggressive, honking motorized vehi¬ 
cles. One might call it “urbacide.” 

The capital, Hanoi, a city of one 
million, still retains much of its charm, 
especially in the Old Quarter. Low-rise 
buildings, rarely taller than three stories, 
are jammed together along narrow, wind¬ 
ing streets. Early in the morning, the 
streets are so calm you can hear birds 
singing from cages hanging in the trees. 
By 8 am, under the shady trees of the 
Old Quarter, the streets are filled to 
capacity. Motorcycles are everywhere, 
weaving, accelerating, and swerving with¬ 
in a hair’s breadth. Cone-hatted women 
amble by carrying bananas and pineap¬ 
ples, bread, or ready-to-eat sticky rice in 
woven bamboo baskets elegantly bal¬ 
anced on a bamboo pole. Makeshift 
restaurants line the sidewalks. Kids play 
soccer, weaving around the pedestrians. 
Like cruise missiles, peddlers hone in on 
tourists, trying to sell postcards or army- 
green pith helmets. 

Another type of pedaler pushes a 
fare in a cyclo — the ubiquitous, three¬ 
wheeled, pedal-powered taxi. This unique 


Vietnamese vehicle, custom-made in 
small shops around the country, is a pop¬ 
ular mode of transportation for tourists 
and locals alike. And when required, a 
cyclo can easily transport heavy freight. 
But there is a common attitude that cyc- 
los “get in the way” and hinder traffic. So 
the government has begun banning them 
from certain streets during certain hours. 
We wondered by what logic motorcycles 
were allowed on any street, however nar¬ 
row, while cyclos were banned? 

Not everyone is happy with the 
rapid motorization. Ms. Nguyen Linh of 
the Vietnam Women’s Union told us: 
“Many people feel regret that the 
Vietnamese are forgetting the 
bicycle...Many people miss the romantic 
past, it was quieter and less polluted.” 
Everybody seems to want a motorbike. 
From 1995 to 1997, the number of 
motorcycles in Vietnam increased from 
3.5 million to 4.8 million. Very few peo¬ 
ple travel by bus. It is hard to imagine 
what Hanoi was like just five years ago 
when there were virtually no annoying 
motorcycles. Or 10 years ago when 
streetcars still plied the leafy boulevards. 

Cities around the world are cooking 
the atmosphere and choking on motor 
vehicle exhaust. Many are beginning to 
realize that less motorization usually 
means more livability. Can Hanoi recap¬ 
ture, and show the world, how serene and 
sustainable a foot-powered city can be? 

You can find out more about Bischojf and 
Gomberg’s trip at: http://www.greenspira- 
tion.org 
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Calendar \ 


NOVEMBER 


Tues. 10 Bronx Chapter Meeting 

7:00 pm Wiliiamsbridge Oval Park, call Rich 
G at 718-653-2203. 

Wed. 11 Volunteer Night at T.A. 

6:30pm 115 W. 30th #1207. Give thanks 

over gourmet cheesedoodles, 
Brooklyn Pale Ale, and Diet Coke. 

Mon. 16 Brooklyn Committee Meeting 
7:00 pm Meet at 464 E. 19th St, Ditmas 
Park, Bklyn. 

Thurs. 19 Auto Free Central Park \ 

6:30pm Committee Meeting \ 

At the T.A. office ' 

Tues. 24 Auto Free NY Meeting 

6-8pm Speaker TBA. At T.A.; call 

212-475-3394 for more info. 


DECEMBER 


Wed. 2* Volunteer Night at T.A. 

6:30 pm Let us stuff, let us stuff, let us stuff! 

Wed. 9 3rd Annual T.A. Holiday Party 

6 pm The Puffin Room. See ad inside 


Tues. 15 
6-8pm 



Auto-Free NY Meeting 

"Strategies for Reducing 
Congestion in the NY Metro 
Region," James Harris, Dir., NY 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Council. At T.A. call 212-475-3394 
for more info. 


Thurs. 17 Auto Free Central Park 
6:30pm Committee Meeting. 

At the T.A. office 


Wed. 16* Volunteer Night at T.A. 

6:30pm Guarantee a coal-free stocking. 


* due to holidays, special nights for vol night* 


JANUARY 1999 


Mon. 6 **To Be Confirmed** 

T.A. Magazine mailing party. 

Call 212-629-8080 or check the 
web. 

Volunteers wanted! 

• to help organize and throw our Holiday Party 

• for the next issue of the magazine in Dec. 
Give Sharon a call if you can help out: 
212-629-8080 or e-mail info@transalt.org 


Keep up with our calendar on the web: 

www.transalt.org/calendar 


Publisher’s Letter 

Mr. Lucky — 

That’s me, folks. In a decade of riding NYC streets, mainly in Manhattan, I’ve gotten 
no tickets, I’ve never been hit and have been doored, mildly, but once. I “live to ride 
and ride to live,” and have enjoyed being part of the subtle and continuing cycling 
renaissance that is transforming the feel of city streets. Unfortunately, many of you 
have not fared so well. Veteran cyclists, street savvy and all, are being hit with whop¬ 
ping tickets for trivial offenses. They are also being struck by more dangerous objects. 
In early October, Jon Orcutt was rammed from behind by a hit-and-run driver just 
after starting his commute home. Fortunately, Jon (the Deputy Director of the Tri- 
State Transportation Campaign and my predecessor here at T.A.) suffered only from 
bruises and a wrenched back. Sadly, a pedestrian hit simultaneously was severely hurt. 

Jon’s crash brings to mind the torrent of complaints about police harassment T.A. 
is receiving from everyday cyclists. These folks are right to wonder how the police have 
time to harass bicyclists — even jail them — for trivial offenses, while motorists con¬ 
tinue to rampage on our streets, endangering the lives of the traveling public. In a 
front page story “No-Bell Losers” (Sunday, October 25) the Daily News profiled two 
cyclists, each jailed for two days, in separate incidents in Brooklyn. One didn’t have a 
bell; the other ran a red light. Neither cyclist had a driver’s license and cops refused to 
accept the courier service ID produced by one. T.A. knows of at least three similar 
cases, though there are undoubtedly far more. Granted, these may be extreme exam¬ 
ples of the mindless torrent of police harassment of bicyclists. Yet the cops have 
pestered generally courteous cyclists while ignoring the sidewalk riders who justifiably 
raise the public’s ire. The fundamental issue is proportionality: dangerous drivers, even 
killer drivers, face little or no punishment; but cyclists get hit with a police sledgeham¬ 
mer for minor nonsense. 

T.A. strongly urges bicyclists to respect pedestrians, motorists and fellow cyclists 
and to obey traffic laws. We also demand that the police order their traffic enforce¬ 
ment priorities. Who is doing the killing and maiming on our streets? It is not bicy¬ 
clists. Given the scope of the city’s transportation problems, it is perverse that those 
that are part of the solution are being nailed. Enough already. The City must encour¬ 
age bicycling with vigor; embrace neighborhood-friendly traffic calming; charge cars 
more to park and cross bridges; and come to grips with the obvious fact that the auto¬ 
mobile is a transportation tool inherently unsuitable for dense urban spaces. See the 
Annual Bicycling Report Card in this issue to see just how far the City needs to go. 



RS. T.A.’s challenge to NYC and New York State to devote 1.5% of total transportation 
spending in NYC to bike/ped projects (see our July/Aug. issue) has met with a feeble 
response. Our request amounts to $204 million over 6 years — modest given the more 
than $13 billion slated to be spent on highways and subways. More next issue on this 
unfolding embarrassment in local transportation planning. Additionally,T.A. continues 
to see a cogent explanation of what the NYC DOT intends to do with the Manhattan 
approach to the Brooklyn Bridge and how it reached that decision. 


Recycle-A-Bicycle 
offers bicycle repair 
seminars. 

i- Sat. November 21 
10-11:30 am Tune Up 
Seminar /12 - 1:30 pm 
Bottom Bracket Overhaul 
$20 for one, $35 for both. 

Call to reserve: 212-260-7055. 



T.A. Holiday Wish List ■ . . for those little 

things that would help a lot but fall just out of reach...to make a tax-deductible dona¬ 
tion or contribute a wish list item, contact Sharon at T.A. 212-629-8080, or send a check 
to T.A. 115 W. 30th St. #1207, NYC 10001. Thanks! 

OK, so while we may be desperate for new technology (our 486s seem really slow 
these days), we may be even more desperate for some decent chairs to offer our visi¬ 
tors and volunteers. That half-broken pink folding one just keeps hanging around...and 
the shredded desk chair in John’s office is almost museum quality. 

So, if your office is upgrading furniture (used but usable is good) give us a ring. Of 
course, contributions toward new stuff would be equally delightful. 
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Reclaiming the Streets 




T.A. Launches Campaign 
for Statewide Traffic 
(aiming Law 


Restoring Main Street 

Since 1997 Nassau County has supplied funding to over half a dozen communities 
including Port Washington, Cedarhurst, Westbury, and Bellmore for tree plantings, 
storefront repairs, and pedestrian walkways in an effort to make their downtowns 
more attractive. Suffolk County is following the trend by accepting applications for a 
$1.5 million downtown revitalization grant program. 

In many suburban towns, however, making wide, car-dominated streets 
pedestrian-friendly requires more than just antique lighting fixtures and street trees. 
If the goal of downtown revitalization is to get folks to “forget the mall — shop 
small,” then retail streets must be safe and inviting with narrower roads, wider 
sidewalks and slow speed zones — traffic calming designs of the kind that T.A. is 
fighting to legitimize with this proposed state law. 


I n Albany last session, more than 30 
bills were introduced to allow lower 
speed limits in communities rang¬ 
ing from Hempstead, L.I. to 
Genoa, Cayuga County. For the past five 
years Rochester has introduced legisla¬ 
tion to permit 15 mph speed limits, but 
with no success. According to John 
Thomas, Rochester’s chief engineer, 
“More and more neighborhoods are 
identifying traffic as a top concern and 
we must have the appropriate tools to 
help solve the problem.” 

Rochester, like cities and towns all 
over New York, is bound by a state law 
which requires a 30 mph minimum on 
local streets. The blanket rule has slowed 
efforts in NYC and elsewhere to use traf¬ 
fic calming designs to improve pedestrian 
safety and neighborhood quality of life. 

This legislative session, instead of 
advocating a NYC-only law, T.A. is 
enlisting the support of municipalities 
and counties statewide to win passage of 
a bill which will allow local authorities to 
use traffic calming designs which slow 
motorists to pedestrian-friendly speeds. 
T.A.’s legislation is carefully crafted to 
assure that slower speed limits can only 


be used where there is traffic calming 
engineering. This provision should 
address paranoia about speed traps and 
the dreaded “patchwork” of local speed 
limits: a plague that apparently gives leg¬ 
islators and DOT officials nightmares. 

T.A.’s traffic calming bill is sensible 
and gives local officials design flexibility 
to best meet their communities’ needs. 
In contrast, the current state law arbi¬ 
trarily establishes 30 mph as the mini¬ 
mum speed for communities ranging 
from 200-year-old Greenwich Village 
to new sprawling auto-only suburbs. 


Will right and reason win over inertia? 
Stay tuned. 

Show your support for 
neighborhood streets. 

Write: 

Senator Joseph Bruno 
Senate Majority Leader 
NY State Senate 
Albany, NY 12247 

Governor George Pataki 
Executive Chamber 
Albany, NY 12224 



Bea Duret 


N ew York City lost a kind and 
gentle person and a great 
champion of traffic calming 
when Beatrice “Bea” Duret died of 
cancer in the fall of 1998. An anthro¬ 
pologist by training, Bea brought an 
understanding of the fabric of com¬ 
munities and the intangibles that make 
places better places to walk through 
and live by. Some of her work as part 
of the DOT Traffic Calming unit 
included the innovative Mulry Square 
redesign and many other traffic calm¬ 
ing projects. She is missed by many. 


Another Case of Sidewalk Shrinkage 

A s an experiment in pedestrian safety at one of Manhattan’s 
most confusing intersections, the city modified traffic pat¬ 
terns in Mulry Square (7th Ave. & W. ll-12th Sts.) in 
June 1996. NYC DOT reversed West 11th Street and installed 
temporary corner sidewalk extensions. 

But now, the project, originally slated for capital construc¬ 
tion this summer, has fallen victim to conservative engineering. 
NYC DOT maintains that the project must be designed for vehi¬ 
cles traveling at 30 mph. This criteria bumps back considerably 
the proposed neckdown on the east side of the intersection at the 
corner of W. 11th St. and Greenwich Ave., the area with the 
most reported accidents. Although NYS traffic law mandates 
speed limits at 30 mph (see above), it permits 15 mph speed lim¬ 
its within 300 feet of a school. PS 14 is on W. 11th St., so NYC 
DOT could design for 15 mph at Mulry Square. The agency 
remains silent on whether it will use this option in order to stick 
with the innovative and safer original design. 
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Add Mini-Traffic Circles to the Traffic Tool Box 


U ntil recently, the mantra in NYC neighborhoods beset 
with speeding, aggressive traffic and dangerous pedestri¬ 
an crossings was “GIVE ME A TRAFFIC LIGHT!” 
This cry is heard over and over despite the ironic reality: traffic 
lights actually increase the danger of a crash on streets with low 
traffic volumes. Philadelphia has responded to this fact by 
removing about 400 lights from neighborhood streets. 
Occasionally, communities would settle for a “STOP” sign. 
Then, with the introduction of speed humps in late 1996, the 
public gained a new tool to use in the endless quest for calmer 
streets. Humps have proved very popular: though the DOT has 
installed some 300, there still remain about 900 requests for the 
effective and low-cost speed control devices. Great as they are, 
speed humps are not always the answer. 

Enter mini-traffic circles, which have been enormously 
successful in reducing crashes and through-traffic in cities across 
the U.S. A mini-traffic circle is a raised asphalt island in the 
center of an intersection, usually planted with trees or flowers. It 
forces cars to slow down and deters turning trucks. In Seattle, 
mini-traffic circles reduced crashes by 94% at the intersections 
where they were installed. Plus, at one-tenth the cost of a traffic 
light, mini-traffic circles are much less expensive. 

In a report commissioned by the NYC DOT, a nationally 
prominent traffic engineer concluded that the circles would 
work extremely well in NYC. Unfortunately, engineers inside 
DOT have disregarded his strong recommendation (which we 


reported here in Nov/Dec 1997), and continue to ignore an 
enormous body of evidence and experience nationally. The 
time is right for the new and innovative Commissioner 
Chapman to keep the DOT moving into the modern era by 
adding mini-traffic circles to DOT’s inventory of traffic calm¬ 
ing tools. 



Flag-festooned mini-traffic circle (circa 1970) keeps the peace in 
Little Neck, Queens. 


Making Pedestrian Space Safer 

T en years ago the pedestrian plaza surrounding the 
Newkirk subway station in Ditmas Park, Brooklyn was 
little more than vacant storefronts, graffiti and Utter. As 
with many downtrodden areas, crime ruled and folks getting on 
and off the D train were easy targets. 

Flash to 1998: Now Newkirk Plaza is a dehghtful pedestrian 
space with a burgeoning commercial strip. Rather, Ditmas Park 
locals credit the Plaza’s renaissance to the opening of several 
shops and restaurants. The constant flow of foot traffic from the 
subway alone was not enough to make the Plaza safe. It was 
missing what celebrated urbanist Jane Jacobs caUs “eyes” on public 
space. The new amenities attract customers and diners who in 
turn act as the “natural proprietors” of the plaza. 



This Newkirk Plaza cafe provides much needed “eyes" on public space. 


WHAT’S ON THE 
T.A. WEB SITE? 

• 1998 Century Bike 
Tour photos, stats, 
and info 

• Calendar of T.A. 
events 

• News you can use 

• Messenger 29 
comics 

• The T.A. Gift Shop 

•Joyride archive 

• The latest on T.A. campaigns 

• Your favorite newsletter articles 

• Contact info for government officials 

• “Fiboro Bridges” Guide to NYC-area bridges 

• Bike shop directory, Bikes Aboard, 

Web resources and links 

• plus more added every month 

http://www.transalt.org 
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Cycling News 

The East River Bridges: 

17 Years of Reconstruction and Counting... 

A s the rehabilitation of four major NYC bridges continues into future looks bright, albeit distant, in the case of the Manhattan (ready 
its 17th year, cyclists and pedestrians wishing to cross the in 2008) and Williamsburg (2005) bridges. 

Williamsburg, Manhattan, Queensboro and Brooklyn bridges Following is a brief update on bike and pedestrian access to 

are inching closer to decent, and in some cases exceptional, facilities. The these East River crossings. 


Queensboro Bridge 

NOW: The North Outer Roadway is open to bikes and pedes¬ 
trians, except between 2:30 PM and 7:30 PM when cyclists 
must take a shuttle bus across. The approach on the Manhattan 
side forces southbound cyclists into a five-block detour to get to 
Second Avenue. 

Although the DOT was quick to respond to our requests 
that asphalt ramps be installed for the NYC Century Bike Tour, 
the ramps were quickly removed, frustrating users and flatting 
tubes once again. 

COMPLETION: Nov. 1999 

The South Outer Roadway will be completed in November 
1999. A recent DOT proposal would allow bicycles and pedes¬ 
trians on the Outer Roadways, with the North Outer Roadway 
closed to non-motorists during the AM rush and the south side 
closed to them during the PM rush. 

COMMENTS: Without a pathway designed exclusively for 
cyclists and pedestrians, users will have to contend with a path 
riddled with car parts, oil slicks, and potholes, and will be forced 
to negotiate approaches designed for both bikes and cars. A 
shared lane will also deteriorate faster than an exclusive bikeway. 

Williamsburg Bridge 

NOW: Contrary to its 
earlier reports, the 
DOT has delayed 
opening the interim 
pedestrian and bike 
walkway from July to 
“before the end of 
® 1998” due to a pur- 
| portedly low-hanging 
1 horizontal beam. Until 
| then, cyclists must 
continue to weave 
through the worn and weary metal-plated bike and pedestrian path 
on the north side. To cross over to the temporary ramp on the 
Manhattan side, they must now tackle four new flights of stairs. 
COMPLETION: 2005 

The final plans call for a 12-foot-wide bike path on the 
north side of the bridge and an 8-foot-wide pedestrian path on 
the south side. The paths will merge on the Manhattan side 
into an 18-foot-wide ramp that touches down in the center of 
Delancey Street. 

COMMENTS: Featuring the widest bike lane of the four 
bridges, the final Williamsburg design is relatively deluxe. 
When completed, it will sport all the basic amenities of a proper 
bikeway, including well-spaced, durable lighting, and fully 
ramped, safe and convenient access on both the Manhattan and 


Brooklyn sides. However, pedestrians will likely end up walking 
across the north (cycling-only) path too and DOT should antic¬ 
ipate mixed use. 

Manhattan Bridge 

NOW: Closed. 

COMPLETION: 2008 

The path on the south side of the bridge is complete, but 
workers are using it as a construction staging area. Because of 
safety concerns created when moving large girders and equip¬ 
ment, and the ongoing lead paint abatement, the DOT won’t 
open it until 2001. The final design, for 2008, includes separate 
bike and pedestrian paths. Plans for the north side include a 10- 
foot-wide bike path, with Manhattan-side access through the 
small park on Canal Street. The pedestrian path will be located 
on the south side. 

COMMENTS: Another decade is a long time to wait. This 
bridge is a textbook case of how not to do things — it tilts 12 
feet to the side each time a train crosses. 

Brooklyn Bridge 

NOW: Shared bike and pedestrian path, open 24 hours. 
Replacement of the wood planks on the promenade drags on. 
Stored on the pedestrian lane, the carpentry crew’s portable 
construction bridge creates an obstruction for all users, even in 
the absence of actual construction activity. 

Construction Update: In an effort to improve approaches to 
the bridge, the DOT plans to build a ramp between the existing 
path on the main span to Cadman Plaza on the Brooklyn side. 
DOT has not reached a final decision on the plans for the 
Manhattan side approach, though it will be a substantial 
improvement of existing conditions. We’ll report on the design 
in the next issue. 

COMMENTS: $300 million of structural work on the bridge is 
almost complete, but approaches continue to be a nightmare. 
Additionally, the promenade is simply too narrow to handle the 
volume of cyclists and pedestrians attracted to the landmark span. 


High Bridge 

In response to a flood of postcards sent to Parks 
Commissioner Henry “Star Quest” Stern, the Parks 
Department has announced it will pursue funding to reopen 
the unused High Bridge bike/ped network connection. Once 
funding is secured next spring, Parks will inspect the High 
Bridge and begin to stabilize its badly deteriorated structure. 
Parks will probably install ramps for bikes and rehabilitate 
existing stairs over the next five years. The estimated cost of 
bringing the bridge back to its former glory is $6 million. 
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East River Bikeway is AM Parking Lot 


E arly this fall the Economic Development Corporation opened the first section of 
what will hopefully be a bikeway extending the entire length of the East River from 
the Staten Island Ferry Terminal to Inwood Hill Park. The bi-directional lane par¬ 
allels the East River Esplanade and South Street between Fulton Street and Canal Street 
and features attractive and clear signage, stencils in the roadway with arrows indicating 
proper direction, and caution bars notifying cyclists of upcoming pedestrian crosswalks. 

Yet there is a major snag. The new route is on property controlled by the Fulton 
Fish Market. Customers buying fish may park in the bike lane until 11 AM on weekdays, 
rendering the deluxe bikeway useless for morning commuters. It is unacceptable and 
probably illegal that a bike lane paid for with federal clean air funds (CMAQ) is a park¬ 
ing lot during the period of greatest demand. The Feds should slap the city EDC for 
this nonsense and demand that either the car parking goes or the City repay the federal 
funds used to construct the bikeway. 


Demand the bikeway be cleared of 
fish freighting vehicles. 

Write to: 

Charles Millard, EDC 

100 William Street, NY NY 10038 

Rodney Slater, USDOT 
400 7th St., S.W. 

Washington, DC 20590 



It’s hard to use the bike lane when it’s blocked by a van. Write a letter to keep the bike lane clear. 


Bronx Hit and Run 
Victim Mourned 

Jimmy Mimnagh, age 62, was struck and 
killed by a driver as he cycled along Shore Road 
toward City Island on Sunday, October 18. In his 
honor over thirty family members, friends and 
T.A. members held a memorial service on 
Saturday, October 24 at the site where the car 
mowed him down. During the memorial service 
his brother shared with the crowd how his broth¬ 
er had “lived and died for cycling.” 

John Giannico, 28, of New Rochelle, who 
drove the sport utility vehicle that struck 
Mimnagh, was charged with leaving the scene of 
a fatal accident. 




No, this is not the Netherlands. This newly completed segment of the 
Route 9A bikeway between Clarkson to Horatio St. features separated 
cycling/skating and walking/running paths. The entire 9A path should be 
done in late 2000. 


Operation Hazard ID2 Needs You 

Last year the inaugural round of T.A.’s Operation Hazard ID cata¬ 
logued, reported and spurred the repair of 150 street hazards on First 
through Eighth Avenues from 1st through 30th Streets. Because of its suc¬ 
cess and DOT’s recent promise to fill more potholes, T.A. is renewing the 
program. But we need your help. Let us know if you want to join T.A. staff 
and comprehensively survey city roads laden with garbage can-filled cave- 
ins, arrays of potholes, dangerous grates and sunken manhole covers. 

If you want to help survey these godforsaken streets, send us your 
name, phone number and e-mail address. 
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Pressure Points 


Prospect Park: Dangerous By Design 


K udos to the members ofT.A.’s Brooklyn Committee 
who spent many a chilly October morning in Prospect 
Park clocking speeding and red light-running 
motorists for T.A.’s new report “Dangerous by 
Design.” The report documents dangerous conditions on the 
park drives and serves as more ammunition in T.A.’s fight to free 
the park from cars. As of late October, the decision to create a 
car-free park appears to have stalled on the desk of DOT 
Commissioner, Wilbur Chapman. It is not clear what it will take 
to persuade Chapman to move on the issue. The overwhelming 
weight of public opinion in Brooklyn — as expressed in thou¬ 
sands of letters and postcards to the borough president and the 
presence of hundreds at a hearing on the issue last spring — sup¬ 
ports a car-free park. This stand is bolstered by DOT’s own traf¬ 
fic analysis, which despite overestimated traffic volumes, makes 
it very clear that a car-free park will NOT cause significant traf¬ 
fic problems in neighborhoods adjacent to the park. T.A.’s new 
report will further substantiate the serious danger that cars pose 



to park users, a 
reality that should 
already be obvious 
given the tragic 
death last year 

of cyclist Rachel 
Fruchter 5 ome drivers think they own the park —grass and all. 

Alas, while common sense and the facts may support a car- 
free park, as is so often the case in NYC, the issue seems to 
based more on pure politics and who has the ear of the mayor. 


Dangerous by Design — Highlights 

From 7 to 8 AM on an average morning in Prospect Park: 

• 9 out of 10 cars were speeding 

• A car ran a red light every two minutes 

• 167 cars drove in the bicycle / pedestrian lane 


The HOV Hoax Revealed Again: NJ Lifts Restrictions 


“Over the next decade, highway agencies in New York and New 
Jersey are poised to construct hundreds of miles of new High 
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes throughout the NYC metro region. 
All told\ more than 400 miles of new highway lanes costing as much 
as $5 billion are being proposed as a solution to the NY metropolitan 
regions chronic congestion and air pollution. 

But experience nationwide has repeatedly shown that more high¬ 
way lanes attract more traffic and create more air pollution, accidents, 
noise and sprawl development. In this issue we unmask highway 
agencies’ HOV rhetoric as a hoax. We show how HOV lanes intended 
for car-pooling actually do little more than encourage more single occu¬ 
pant vehicle use, and how DOTs use HOV lanes as a cloak to disguise 
their highway expansion plans. We also describe how motorist groups 
are able to loosen the minimum occupancy restrictions.” 

— Transportation Alternatives’ Auto-Free Press 

May / June 1993 



NY State still wants an 
HOV “network.” Tell them 
it won’t work. 

Write to: 

Comm. Joseph Boardman 
NYSDOT 

5 Gov. Harriman State 
Campus 

Albany, NY 12232 


“HOV lanes do not work, except as an 
excuse to widen highways.” 

— Transportation Alternatives’ Auto-Free Press May /June 1993 


I n a move that should hasten the demise of 
HOV lanes nationwide, New Jersey Governor 
Whitman made the front pages in late October 
by lifting all restrictions on two major HOV lanes in 
her state. Whitman also refused to pay back the 
$247 million in U.S. funds used to build the lanes, a 
move NJ lawmakers legalized with language slipped 
into broader legislation. Whitman rightly pointed out that the 
HOV lanes did not work and showed no signs of encouraging 
car-pooling or reducing traffic. In fact, because of suburban 
sprawl and widely separated residential and employment cen¬ 
ters, car-pooling can work only in rare instances. 

Transportation Alternatives and our colleagues at the Tri- 
State Transportation Campaign strongly oppose the widening 
of highways to add HOV lanes. Instead, existing general-pur¬ 
pose lanes can be converted into real HOV lanes for vehicles 
with three or more passengers (not the current standard of two), 
which will help speed buses and commuter vans. Better yet, 
existing HOV lanes, like the ones targeted by Whitman on 1-80 


and 1-287 in New Jersey, should be converted to toll lanes 
whose price changes to reflect increased demand during rush 
hour. These “High Occupancy Toll” or HOT lanes are taking 
the place of HOV lanes in many cities around the country. They 
are already a proven success, as are other toll roads that use 
“congestion” or variable pricing schemes that give motorists the 
choice of paying or waiting in traffic. 

Ironically, the silver lining of Whitman’s obliteration of the 
HOV lanes is that it reveals them to be little more than an “envi¬ 
ronmental” excuse to widen highways—something that is sure to 
be brought up by transportation reformers fighting the expan¬ 
sion of the Long Island Expressway and other area highways. 
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Snails, Sardines & Subways 

A s transit riders are all too aware, they have more compa¬ 
ny than ever on their commutes these days, thanks to 
the popularity of the MetroCard. But while ridership is 
way up, service is not keeping pace. By next year, weekday sub¬ 
way ridership will have grown 17% since 1997. But officials 
plan to add only 4% more service. Bus ridership will grow 36%, 
but only 9% more service is planned. The result is elbow-in-the- 
ribs crowding and slower commutes. 

During the morning rush on three October Thursdays, 
Transportation Alternatives volunteers and staffers descended 
into the subways to help the Straphangers Campaign distribute 
fliers urging riders to demand more service and funding for 
transit. 

While the MetroCard has been a huge success, the MTA 
cannot count on retaining this new-found ridership in the face 
of service declines. The Straphangers and T.A. are urging that a 
larger share of the estimated 1.1 million more fares expected by 
1999 be plowed directly back into system improvements such as 
more trains and buses and station upgrades. The powers that be 
in Albany have other priorities, though, like servicing MTA’s 
huge debt. Instead of getting city and state funding to pay down 
debt, officials are content to let fare box money carry the load, 
which leaves few resources for system expansion. Unless this 
orientation changes, expect a fare hike sometime in late 1999. 
Maybe then, MTA execs will discover the limit to how much 
sardines will pay for the privilege of being canned while travel¬ 
ing at a snail’s pace. 

Contact the T.A. office if you’d like to volunteer for future 
transit leafleting events (212-629-8080). 


Ask Governor Pataki to support more funding 
for transit to end the crush. 

Write to: Gov. George Pataki, Governor’s Executive Chamber, 
Albany, N.Y. 12224; or call (212) 681-4580; fax: (212) 681- 
4643. 


Metropolitan 


AThing of Beauty 


In an effort to be pedestrian friendly, the City of Hoboken 
succeeded in opting out of New Jersey’s “Residential Site 
Improvement Standards,” which mandate the parking lots and 
garages that invite autos into city centers. The Hudson River¬ 
side town’s unique and historic character are preserved by the 
availability of mass transit, and sound planning by Hoboken 
Mayor Russo, who wants stringent controls on future parking 
space creation. The city received an exemption along with 
Harding and Long Branch. 


Election Year Bonus Points 


Governor Pataki and Amtrak announced a joint investment 
of $185 million in Amtrak’s Empire Corridor over the next five 
years. The funds will improve infrastructure and passenger service 
between New York City, Buffalo, Syracuse and Albany with high 
speed trains. The program will also address immediate needs like 
construction of a second track between Albany and Schenectady, 
upgrading a Hudson river rail bridge, improving curved track sec¬ 
tions and maintenance facilities. The state’s contribution to the 
project is supported by Federal TEA-21 allocations. 

Also announced by Governor Pataki, the Port Authority 
will spend $23 million on Staten Island’s Howland Hook 
Container Terminal, which now handles 10% of the NY/NJ 
port’s container traffic. Some 65% of the funds will go across 
the river for a freight rail connection in Union County, NJ that 
would give Howland Hook cargo access to the North-South 
Chemical Coast Line. 


Just Drop It 


After three years of ardent local opposition, the Port 
Authority is still pushing its plan to build a new twin highway 
bridge alongside the Goethals Bridge between Elizabeth, NJ and 
Staten Island. Estimates show the new span would draw addi¬ 
tional traffic onto 1-278 and further clog the S.I. Expressway. 
Area environmentalists also oppose the project in the interest of 
protecting the Pine Oak Woods and Arthur Kill habitats. 


Stop the Madness 


In light of a documented rise in cab-caused crashes involv¬ 
ing cars, pedestrians and cyclists alike, two large cab fleet own¬ 
ers have proposed returning 125 taxis to the old driver commis¬ 
sion system. It would be part of a two-year study to see how to 
best mitigate intense pressure on drivers who now, because they 
lease their taxis, often speed and drive recklessly to collect as 
many fares as possible in a single shift to cover initial costs. The 
NY Post wrote recently that “the leasing system makes driving a 
taxi the urban version of sharecropping. The driver bears all the 
risks of the industry — whether they come in the form of a bad 
day, bad weather or a massive traffic jam.” 


Pave the Forest to See the Trees? 


“The roads to the open spaces we save, and the infrastruc¬ 
ture that must be put in place to support the natural resources 
are just as critical as the open space itself,” said Governor 
Whitman in a speech to the State Building and Construction 
Trades Council. Apparently, she is having a tough time balanc¬ 
ing promotion of construction jobs and preservation of open 
space. Her administration is still backing the development of 
another highway in NJ: Route 92, through some of the state’s 
last rural towns, open space and wetlands. 
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Making The Grade 1998 

T.A.’s Second Annual Report On Government Efforts to Promote Bicycling in NYC 


I n 1997, Transportation Alternatives issued the first report card 
on New York City cycling conditions and the efforts of public 
agencies to improve them. The first time around, the overall 
state of cycling conditions in New York City was awarded a 
D+ because of dangerous driving and poor cycling conditions city¬ 
wide. Public agencies earned a C+ for their efforts, based on a slew of 
new bike lanes and the publishing of the Bicycle Master Plan. The 
grade could have been a full grade higher but for the surprise closure 
of the Queensboro Bridge bike lane during rush hours and the contin¬ 
ued absence of police traffic enforcement. The City department of 
Transportations bike program got a pat on the back for getting in a 
raft of new bike lanes. 

That was last year. The big news this year is that after years of 
neglect, the cops have kicked their traffic enforcement into high gear, 
and for the first time, the public seems aware of the 30 mph speed 
limit. Increased police traffic enforcement has produced a noticeable 


difference on some major bicycle routes. Unfortunately, speeding and 
reckless driving deter to many would-be riders, and police harassment 
of everyday riders has soured the cycling community’s appreciation of 
the crackdown on dangerous drivers. Still, this profound change in 
how the government and police view driving crimes matters to cyclists 
and marks a gigantic step forward. 

The report assigns two grades to seven categories that comprise the 
‘Bicycling Basics” of city cycling. The first grade is for the overall state of the 
bicycling basic in question, the second is for the combined efforts of the vari¬ 
ous public agencies to improve those conditions in the preceding 12 months. 

Overall, progress remains agonizingly slow. A huge network of 
car-free greenery paths is heading towards completion in the next 
five years, and the East River bridges will be finished within the 
next ten years. The nagging reality is that frightening near-misses 
are common and the joy of cycling is too often quelled by the menace of 
motor traffic and the frustration of poor parking and bridge access. 


Bicycle Lanes 

Overall Condition: C- 

(’97 Grade: C-) 

Agency Efforts: C 

(’97 Grade: B+) 

GOOD NEWS: A new two-way, 6.3-mile lane on Bedford Avenue in 
Brooklyn and a nice new lane in Manhattan on 2nd Ave. between 14th and 
Houston that serves as a southbound partner to the Lafayette Street lane. 
BAD NEWS: University Ave. in The Bronx has sunk into a mysterious 
quagmire despite being approved by The Bronx Borough Board. Let’s not 
forget the demise of the Sunset Park Connector in Borough Park, Brooklyn. 
This lane was canceled by the Mayor after an irrational assault by some 
Hasidim who variously claimed that cyclists in lycra would create a “sex 
show” in their community or run down children crossing the street. This 
farce starred City Council Transportation Chair Noach Dear, who pledged to 
stop the lane at all costs, and seems to have been rooted in the desire of 
local residents to keep their privilege to double park. Other bad news was 
sporadic police bike lane enforcement despite heavy pressure from T.A. 


Bridges 

Overall Condition: C- 

(’97 Grade: C-) 

Agency Efforts: C- 

(’97 Grade: D-) 

Not much has changed except that the bridges are one year closer to com¬ 
pletion and the anger caused by the surprise November 1996 peak period 
bike ban on the Queensboro has dimmed a bit. Cyclists on the North 
Outer Roadway of the QBB are subject to a lengthy detour to access the 
Manhattan side of the Bridge and still must suffer the shuttle service dur¬ 
ing the PM peak. Misguided “Dismount” signs have sprung up on the 
QBB and Brooklyn and serve as yet another excuse for the police to ticket 
cyclists. Cyclists were excluded from City plans to redesign the Manhattan 
approaches to the QBB and the Brooklyn Bridge, despite a long history of 
involvement. The DOT’s Bureau of Bridges, which was cited in ’97 for a 
“head in mud” approach to the public, equalled its previous performance 
despite the sincere effort of outreach person Jennifer Dee, who was stuck 
serving as an apologist for the bureau’s engineers. A potentially good thing 
is that Parks Chief Henry Stern seems interested in re-opening the High 
Bridge Crossing between upper Manhattan and The Bronx. 




Safe Streets 

Overall Condition: B 

(’97 Grade: C-) 

Agency Efforts: B 

(’97 Grade: D-) 

Consider this: at a City Council hearing in 1993, then-Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly adamantly insisted there was no dangerous driving problem in 
NYC and then proceeded to provide the wrong speed limit when ques¬ 
tioned by a Councilmember. 

Now, after years of denial, the City of New York has finally admitted 
that dangerous driving is a serious problem. The Mayor deserves credit for 
ordering the police to crack down on dangerous drivers and for dramatically 
raising the profile of speeding and reckless driving as a public safety and 
health crisis. The “Zero Tolerance” week in March showed what city streets 
could be like if the cops dealt with lawless drivers. For at least that week, traf¬ 
fic calmed down to the point where even major avenues were transformed 
into acceptable cycling habitats. The installation of hundreds of 30 mph 
speed limit signs is also a welcome step. 

Unfortunately, despite record-low pedestrian and traffic fatalities, NYC 
streets are still filled with speeding, reckless driving and absurd behavior. A 
massive crackdown on speeding is needed as are hundreds more red-light 
and speed radar cameras. Shamefully, D.A.S continue their lenient treatment 
of killer drivers. A crisis is brewing in the taxi industry as the police hound 
poorly paid cabbies, ironically encouraging higher turnover and more inex¬ 
perienced drivers behind the wheel. 




Greenways 

3 Overall Condition: C- 

(’97 Grade: D+) 

Agency Efforts: C 

(’97 Grade: C+) 

With between $30 and $60 million in ISTEA funds committed to greenways 
in the planning and design stage, the future for greenways is very bright. The 
vision of a city-wide network of car-free paths is an enticing one (despite the 
inevitable conflicts with dog walkers, sleep walkers, novice skaters and little 
kids). Unfortunately, skeleton crew staffing at the Parks Department has made 
planning deadlines hard to meet. The rumor is that the backlog is clearing, 
but some completion dates have been repeatedly shoved back. A bright 
spot is the completion of the portion of the “East Side Bike Way” which 
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stretches along the East River from Canal Street to near Wall Street. 

Other good news is that, judging from a completed segment, the 
State DOT’s Route 9A bike path, between 59th Street and the Battery, is 
extremely well plotted. The path promises to be the most heavily used in 
North America, and the State DOT deserves credit for the design. 
Planning work is underway to close gaps in the City’s portion of the green¬ 
way between 72nd Street and 155th Street, which should be completed by 
2005. With this in mind, it is imperative that the Parks Department get at 
least a temporary path built alongside Trump City (60th to 72nd Street), 
rather than let the fate of the path there remain mired in uncertainty. 


Parking 

Overall Condition: C 

(’97 Grade: C) 

Agency Efforts: C- 

(’97 Grade: B) 

DOT’s CityRacks program remains a poor stepchild plagued by overly 
restrictive siting guidelines, a dearth of common sense, and a crippling lack 
of internal and external political support. Racks are still not being installed 
on heavily cycled thoroughfares like upper 6th Avenue, or on side streets in 
Midtown and the Garment District, where bikes are still seen locked to 
mailboxes, trees and on top of bus stops. According to cycle courier compa¬ 
nies, DOT has installed racks at only a tiny portion of the hundreds of 
locations where they have been requested. 

Elsewhere, the number of parking garages offering bike parking is 
shrinking, as the City continues to show no interest. Offering some encour¬ 
agement, Metro-North is interested in offering secure parking at Grand 
Central Station. Also, Councilmember Adolfo Carrion (D-Bronx) has 
introduced a bill requiring buildings equipped with a freight elevator to 
allow bicyclists access to it. 


Transit 

Overall Condition: B 

(’97 Grade: B) 

Agency Efforts: B+ 

(’97 Grade: F) 

Cyclists continue to enjoy the immense benefits of unrestricted legal 
access to the NYC subways. Neither rain nor mechanical failure can stop a 
cyclist equipped with a MetroCard. A recent blot is the insistence by the 
Transit Authority that passengers with strollers and bicycles wait in line at 
the token booth to get through the service gate. 

The MTA deserves a high grade for introducing daily, weekly and 
monthly passes and thus massively boosting ridership, and hopefully 
drawing people out of cars and taxis. Better transit leads to fewer cars, 
which means better biking. 

Other pluses include the merging of the Metro-North and LIRR 
bike passes into one systemwide pass: a bureaucratic feat that was said to 
have taken the effort of numerous transit officials. The LIRR also boost¬ 
ed the number of bike trains during summer months and eased some 
restrictions on the number of bikes per train. PATH did away completely 
with permits (good for them) but still prohibits bikes during peak periods. 
A solid record of transit achievement which would be better still if the 
MTA provided secure parking at Grand Central and Penn stations and 
parking of any kind at suburban rail and major NYC transit hubs like 
Union Square and Queensboro Plaza. 


Momentum & Attitude 

Overall: C 

(’97 Grade: C) 

Agency Efforts: C+ 

(’97 Grade: B+) 

In this case “overall” means public and governmental attitudes toward 
cycling. To some degree, a greater public awareness of dangerous driving 


has supplanted anger towards wayward cyclists. Hysteria over cyclists on 
sidewalks and general anit-cyclist vilification seems to have peaked. 
However, the popular image of the NYC cyclist still seems to be more out¬ 
law than virtuous citizen, an impression that is reinforced by the City’s 
many sidewalk and wrong-way cyclists. The fallout from last year’s 
firestorm of public opprobrium towards cyclists is two-fold. First is the 
crippling lack of support among elected officials and community boards for 
new cycling initiatives. Second is the overwhelming and oppressive police 
ticketing campaign against cyclists that has discouraged safe and courteous 
cyclists with massive fines. 

One of the biggest disappointments in 1997 was the retreat of the 
NYC Department of Transportation’s Bicycle Program into a shell of 
silence. DOT bike-o-crats refused to speak with T.A.’s staff, respond to let¬ 
ters or even answer the most basic questions. Their unproductive and sadly 
immature approach deprived the cycling public of a voice in critical issues 
like future access to the City’s bridges and the status of bike parking. 
DOT’s Bike Week promotion spoke volumes about how out of touch the 
agency was with everyday cyclists. Besides offering an extremely weak slate 
of events and keeping them secret until the last second, the agency’s selec¬ 
tion of the cartoon figure “Ziggy: The Lovable Loser” as the City’s poster- 
boy for cycling promotion verged on insult for cyclists faced with tough 
conditions and little public respect. Lovable Loser? Not quite the image 
cyclists crave. 

In contrast to DOT’s seriously misguided policy of isolationism, the 
Department of City Planning’s bicycle program continued to promote an 
open and public approach to decision making. Fortunately, there are signs 
that the new DOT commissioner will change things for the better. 
Commissioner Wilbur Chapman is an enthusiastic bicyclist who enjoys 
riding with his daughters on the bicycle lane near his home in Queens. 
Chapman has pledged his commitment to a more cooperative relationship 
with cyclists and has endeavored to provide the public with more informa¬ 
tion and opportunities to contribute. 

Chapman’s positive attitude is encouraging and will hopefully open 
doors at DOT that have long been shut. Among the steps the commission¬ 
er should take is creating “Technical Advisory Committees” like those 
employed for Department of City Planning studies, for key DOT bicycle 
issues, including bridges, lanes, parking and Bike Week. These would pro¬ 
vide an organized forum for public comment that would allow the DOT to 
benefit from the vast experience and expertise of the cycling community 
and build support for DOT cycling efforts. 

Overall Grades 

Overall Cycling Environment: C- 

(’97 Grade: D+) 

Agency Efforts: B- 

(’97 Grade: C+) 

A C- grade for “overall cycling environment” means barely tolerable 
enough to keep the average cyclist in the saddle for a long time to come. 
Our improved-but-still-poor grade reflects two positive developments: 
first, the big increase in police traffic enforcement; second, the continuing 
increase in cyclists’ numbers. Both of these developments make the overall 
cycling habitat better. T.A. has documented an increase in cycling activity 
from about 75,000 daily cyclists in 1993 to 105,000 in mid-1997. The 
more cyclists there are on the streets, the greater awareness and respect 
motorists have for them. No one knows the exact correlation between 
cycling levels and motorist behavior, but countries with high cycling levels 
have a lower cycling accident rate. This calls for more respect for cyclists from 
motorists. The relatively good grade for “Agency Efforts” is the result of the 
police traffic enforcement push, good transit news, continued solid work by 
the Department of City Planning and the continued overall incorporation 
of bicycling into the projects of area transportation agencies. If not for the 
secrecy and unproductive stance of the City DOT bike program, this grade 
would be even higher. The B- agency grade is earned in recognition of the 
lack of high-level political support the transportation bureaucracies have 
received for their bicycling efforts, and that many transportation bureau¬ 
crats have persisted working for cyclists despite an absence of such support. 
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images and impressions of the 

1998 NYC Century Bike Tour 

September 12,1998 

Many many thanks to our 
sponsors, donors, volunteers, the 
City of New York, and 3,000 riders! 

See more photos in color, plus stats and info at www.transalt.org 


"... tremendous course marking job!" 

"Lovely vistas..." 


“I started alone and finished with four new friends." 


"Beautiful neighborhoods 
and friendly people." 

12 Transportation Alternatives November/December 1998 



























’’PPSfv "The answer to the question: 

'How can a visitor see as much as 
possible of NYC in just one day?'" 
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“Super rest stops!" 




We love our sponsors 


patagonia 
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"... by far the most enjoyable 
ride I have done in The City!" 


“Love the t-shirts and the 'fast' food!" 



Transportation Alternatives 13 



































Tour de Bronx 


NX LE UA LA 

Bienvenida A Los Cicustas. 

Cyclists Love The Bronx. The Tour De Bronx Loves Them Back 



Smiling Tour rider preps his styling Schwinn... 

D espite a gray day, over 900 folks came out for the annual 
Tour de Bronx on October 4th — the biggest turnout 
yet. Riders enjoyed 25- or 40-mile routes and finished 
at Crotona Parkway where a jazz band performed standards 
such as Duke Ellington’s “Caravan.” 

Thanks to all the volunteers and sponsors for a great day. 
Special thanks to Rich Gans, T.A. Bronx Chapter stalwart, 
Doris Quinones of The Bronx Overall Economic Development 
Corp., and the Bronx Borough President’s office. 


CYCLING 

ACCIDENT 



All Personal Injury and Accidents 

Trial Attorney/Cyclist 

"...a bike-savvy lawyer" 

— Mountain Bike magazine. May 1998 

Protecting the Rights 
of Injured Cyclists 

Law Offices of 

Robert S. Fader 

1-800-796-5657 cyclelaw@aol.com 



HIGH CON CTTrT CYCLING 


1304 Eighth Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
718,499-2514 

STORE HOURS TUES-SAT 12 NOON - 8 PM 
SUNDAY 12 NOON - 5 CLOSED MONDAY 
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Rickshaw No More? 

The Governor of Jakarta, Indonesia, 
has once again banned the cycle rickshaw, 
called a “becak,” from the region’s road¬ 
ways. Although a similar ban in 1992 had 
no effect on traffic congestion or crime 
rates and was opposed by becak drivers 
themselves, government officials still 
contend that the human-powered becaks 
create congestion, are a source of crimi¬ 
nality and are inhumane. Officials 
ignored polls that showed strong public 
support for the use of the becak. Instead, 
the Governor caved in to pressure from 
the highway lobby, among other anti- 
becak groups. The small minority who 
favor the ban use motorcycle taxis, 
motorized becaks, taxis and private cars 
— all of which contribute to Jakarta’s 
having the third worst air pollution in the 
world. — Sustainable Transport 

Bikes as a Fringe Benefit 

The Norwegian energy company 
Oslo Energy celebrated a banner year by 
offering its 1,350 employees a chance to 
buy 21-speed bicycles at a steep discount. 
At 1,000 Norwegian Kroner ($136), the 
price was right for 85% of employees who 
took the deal. Company executive 
Morten Schau cited their long tradition 
of sponsoring bike racing, adding “of 
course we hope that many people will use 
the bikes to commute to and from work, 
and that this will also benefit the general 
health of our employees.” 

— International Bicycle Fund News 

Take a Free Ride to Prosperity 

Unable to afford more new roads, 
mired in debt and losing residents, last 
year the Belgian city of Hasselt did the 
unthinkable. It rejected building a third 
ring highway, converted one existing ring 
highway to a pedestrian and bicycle “free¬ 
way,” and made its bus system free. One 
year later, bus ridership is up 800%, the 
population decline has been reversed, and 
the city has attracted so much new busi¬ 
ness that city debt is down and taxes have 
been cut. To celebrate, Hasselt’s mayor 
announced a free bicycle program. 

— Car-Free Times 


Pairing Blue Jeans and Bicycling 

As Eastern Europe “goes West,” the 
bicycle is often scorned as a symbol of 
leaner times, while the car, among other 
Western icons, is glorified. Car Busters, a 
new resource center for the European 
car-free movement, is tackling the image 
problem by designing a full-color poster 
(in a dozen languages) to be posted in the 
streets throughout Eastern Europe. 
Meanwhile, these growing cities are 
already beginning to feel the car’s bite. In 
Budapest, Hungary, downtown traffic is 
up more than 50% since 1991. The city is 
gradually eliminating free parking to 
stem the droves of drivers. 

— Car Busters Bulletin 

Pre-Schooler Pintos 

What’s got four wheels, lots of col¬ 
ors and can explode into flames without 
notice? Jeep Commando and Barbie 
Beach Buggy (for your 2- to 7-year-old 
child) of course. Fisher Price, having sold 
around 10 million of these battery-oper¬ 
ated kid cars since 1984, was pressured 
into recalling the toy after consumer 
advocates documented at least 150 “car 
fires.” 

No worries though, toy-makers 
won’t let kids go wanting — now there’s 
even the “Four Wheelin’ Jeep Walker.” 
“They’ll learn how to drive while they 
learn how to walk!” exclaims the ad copy. 
The tot-sized SUV comes complete with 
a phone and snack tray. Hmm...how long 
until kindergartner road rage? 

—News reports & Spiegel catalog 

Cars 1, Bikes 0 

China took another step in the long 
march toward Western car culture when 
the city of Beijing banned the country’s 
major transportation mode — the bicycle 
— from busy East Xisi Street. 

Officials think the extra lane (which 
will move about half as many people) will 
untie daily traffic jams. With a global 
auto glut on the horizon, American car 
makers are banking on moves like this to 
open up once car-scarce markets from 
India to Eastern Europe to Africa. 

—Daily News 


Cars a Top Three Killer by 2020 

Vehicle crashes will be the world’s 
third leading killer by the year 2020, 
according to the annual World Disasters 
Report, issued by International Red 
Cross agencies. Only heart disease and 
clinical depression will claim more lives. 
In its first century, the automobile has 
directly caused 30 million deaths. By 
1990, traffic crashes were killing 500,000 
and injuring a staggering 15 million peo¬ 
ple per year. The death toll in the West is 
receding, thanks in part to huge limited 
access highways, auto safety regulations, 
driver training and seat-belt laws. But 
now developing countries, under pressure 
to “modernize” via more autos, account 
for 70% of the world’s road fatalities. 
This number is rising, along with atten¬ 
dant costs of around $53 billion a year. 

—World Disasters Report 1998 

(Car)-Free for a Day in France 

A one-day traffic ban on September 
22 in 35 French cities gained worldwide 
attention. Environment Minister Dom¬ 
inique Voynet, a member of the Green 
Party, was most responsible for the exper¬ 
iment, which barred cars from some cen¬ 
tral city areas from 7 am to 9 pm. Voynet 
declared the day a chance for citizens to 
“rediscover the pleasures of walking, 
cycling, scootering and riding buses and 
subways — and breathing cleaner air. 
[Today is] a point of departure for taking 
back our cities.” Many Parisians agree — 
a recent poll found 71% believed car traf¬ 
fic now “intolerable,” and 69% called for 
closing downtown areas to cars. Paris, 
which offered 1,000 bicycles for rent at 
City Hall, saw traffic volumes drop by 
15%, even though closed streets (about 
37 miles) comprised less than 4% of the 
area’s total roads. The French government 
said it wants the car-free day to be an 
annual fixture and an example for other 
European Union countries. — Reuters 
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Volunteer Married Couple of the Month 

Ken & Karen 
Southerland 

Ages: 31 &32, married ten years 

Occupations: Software Engineer 8c Financial Analyst 

Neighborhood: Chelsea 
T.A. Members Since: 1997 

How'd you get involved with T.A.? When you’re looking for an 
organization to support your biking habits within a hostile envi¬ 
ronment such as New York City it’s hard to look further than an 
organization with a name like Transportation Alternatives. But 
volunteer night was also a great motivator and a terrific way to get 
started. We immediately got sucked into the fold. 

Activities: Volunteer night, magazine mailings, Century Rest 
Stop captains, Auto Free Central Park committee members (solic¬ 
iting signatures, entering addresses into database), Auction DJ’s 
— thanx Tommy Boy! 

Describe a typical volunteer night, ken: A battle of the comic 
minds with a heavy emphasis on licking [envelopes]. KAREN: Beer. 
Cookies. Stamp. Stuff. 

Does volunteering count as quality time in your marriage? No, 

we argue there also. 

You guys grew up in Michigan. How’d you begin biking in NYC? 

KAREN:lt seemed to be a good way to save 1/2 hr. each day com¬ 
muting on foot. KEN. The smart-ass answer is that NYC is where I 
moved and I bike wherever I am. But let it be known that Michi¬ 
gan is not the Fertile Crescent of biking, especially considering 
you are constantly in the shadow of the Big 3 [automakers]. Also, 
while riding the subway you can’t thumb your nose at the thou¬ 
sands of people stuck in Big 3 products with one hand on their 
horn. Very satisfying. 

You both use folding bikes to commute. What's been your expe¬ 
rience? K&K: Question number one is always, “How much does it 
cost?” KAREN: In addition to the Mother Of All Questions I also 
get asked about its weight. Most people who take a second look at 
it seem to think it is a novelty. KEN:l tell them it makes me money 
since it pays for itself in the first year of commuting usage and 
then I cash in for years two through whatever. I’ve even had cab¬ 
bies stop and inquire about the bike. I find myself doing on-street 
bike folding demonstrations and discussions. People love it and 
are amazed. The main advantage is to have your bike sit right next 
to you at work all day. 

Note: Karen rides a Brompton and Ken a Swift Folder. Ken thanks 
Design Mobility for making a truly stellar machine and urges 


Aixfchrtf 

B wtn* Mo Irqfflm 
I rnm tt —* Yteinaunne* 

GUILLERMO A. GLEtZER 

flMfiqir 


501 Fifth Ave. Suite 1408 tTB-OaS 

New York, NY 10010 (7109 49-3411 




everyone in the world to purchase one. 

Biking philosophy: Respect pedestrians, even the dumb ones. 
Disrespect cars, except for the extremely rare, slow and careful 
ones. Also, smile after you yell at the cabs for cutting you off. 

It's been proven volunteers live 30% longer than the general 
populace. How long do you expect to live? If your hypothesis is 
correct, and our humble existences outside of our volunteering are 
merely that of the commoner or average person, they achieving 
the ripe old age of approximately 73 years, puts us at 94.9 years. 
Not bad at all, really. In addition, Ken would prefer to die in win¬ 
ter, the season of death. 

How do you guys rate to last month's super volunteer, James? 

KEN: James is a better volunteer than all of us. James is a better 
lover than all of us. James is a better farmer than all of us. James is 
better than all of us. KAREN: We’re not worthy! JAMES: “Notice that 
it took two, count them, two, volunteers to replace me.” 
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Commuter of the Month 


Danny Lieberman 


Age: 38 

Occupation: Project 
Manager 

Neighborhood: Lower East 
Side 

_ T.A. Member Since: 1991 

^ What prompted you to corn¬ 
’ll mute? Years ago I really 
I I took Bike to Work week to 

' heart. Instead of just riding 
during the summer, I decided to do it as often as I could. It’s 
more pleasant to ride and a timesaver. 

Route: One and a half miles. I just switched to using the new 
East River Bikeway under the FDR drive. From there I take 
South Street. Having the highway overhead protects you from 
the elements. I ride year round, but I’m a fair weather rider. I 
only take the subway when I have to. 

Bike: I have five bikes. I use my Prism Aluminum Road Bike for 
commuting. 

Parking Woes: My building has been very resistant to indoor 
bike parking — they’re even against outdoor racks. I always use a 
series of locks, at least a chain or U-lock for the front wheel and 
another master padlock for the back. I haven’t had any problem 
with theft for a number of years. 

Best thing about biking in NYC? The variety of people and neigh¬ 
borhoods. 


tivists and recreational riders trying to create an online dialogue 
about the process of cycling in NYC. It has grown to nearly 300 
users who represent a wide range of bicycling backgrounds: mes¬ 
sengers, advocates, racers, and people who work in government. 
Sometimes it reaches extremes; people are very critical and you 
can be sure they’ll share their opinions. 

If you could implement one beneficial strategy for cyclists, what 
would it be? Tolls on the East River bridges. Bikes lanes are great, 
and I use them, but the only way to significantly reduce the 
amount of traffic in Manhattan is by making drivers pay an ex¬ 
pense for using their vehicles. By increasing the burden on drivers, 
they would be forced to look at other forms of transit. Then, in¬ 
crease subway service and improve all forms of alternative transit. 
How'd you get involved with the Five Boro Bike Club? One year 
after riding in the annual Five Boro Bike Tour, I decided I 
wanted to get more involved with the club. One of the things I 
take pleasure from now is planning and participating in events 
for other people to enjoy. These days, I lead many rides for the 
5BBC and marshal other rides throughout the year including 
T.A.’s NYC Century. 

Advice: Ride defensively. Always try to anticipate problems 
ahead of you and assume you will be the one to stop. Don’t allow 
your fear of traffic to keep you from riding. It’s my favorite hobby 
and activity. 


Worst? The challenge of NYC traffic — the thickest, meanest, 
nastiest traffic on the planet. 

On Activism: T.A. is a powerful voice in a city that can be pretty 
apathetic. But they can only do so much. It’s really up to people 
to measure their dedication and interest. If you want a safer city, 
it’s not just enough to support T.A. 

How do you manifest that? By getting out on your bike and taking 
part in as many bike-related activities as possible. Take part in a 
critical mass ride. Join group rides. Show up to demonstrations. 
When you see something you don’t agree with, write a letter. 

Is that why you started ebikes? ebikes began as a group of ac- 



you’re invited to Transportation Alternatives’ 3rd 

HOLIDAY PARTY 

Wednesday, december 9, 1998, 6 to 

Volunteer Awards, Guest Speaker, Q & A, 

Raffle, TA. gift table. Refreshments, Good 
Conversation, "Valet" bike parking. Fun! 

No charge for TA. Members! 

Got a friend who should be a T.A. member? 

PUFFIN ROOM Bring him or her for a great time — join that 

GALLERY evening and get a gift! 

435 BROOME ST. IN 
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Shop Directory 

Visit Your Local Bike Shop! 

Thanks to all the shops below who support T. A. by offering our members a discount on purchases. Letters fol¬ 
lowing store names indicate which items are discounted. Be sure to bring your T.A. membership card. 


A: Accessories 
B: Bicycles 
C: Clothing 
P: Parts 
R: Repairs 
S: Skates 
X: Bike Rentals 
*: No Discount 
on Sale Items 


MANHATTAN 

A Bicycle Shop 10% ACRP 349 W 14 St 
ANewGen Bikes *10% ABCR 832 9 Av 
Bicycle Habitat 81/4% ACR 244 Lafayette 
Bicycle Renaissance 8% ACRP 430 Columbus 
Bikeworks at Hub Station *10% PBX 81 E 3rd 
Canal St Metro 10% ACPR 417 Canal 
City Bicycles *10% ACPRB 508 9th Ave 
C n' C Bicycle Works 8% ABCPRS 1101 1 Av 
Conrad's Bike Shop 8% ACRP 25 Tudor City PI 
Different Spokes 8 % ACP 240 7 Av 
Emey's Bike Shop 10% ABS 141 E 17 St 
Frank's Bike Shop 10% APR 553 Grand St 
Gotham Bike Shop 10% ACPR 116 W Broadway 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 1690 2nd Av 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 3rd Av b/w 79th & 80th 
Manhattan Bicycles *10% ABCPR 791 9 Av. 

Metro Bicycle Store *10% ACPR 1311 Lexngtn Av 
14 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 332 E 14 St 
Midtown Bicycle *10% ACPR 360 W 47 St 
New York Cyclist *10% ACPR 300 W 110 St 
96 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 231 W 96 St 
Sid's Bike Shop *8% ABCPR 235 E 34 St 
Sixth Ave Bicycles *10% ACPR 546 6 Av 
Toga Bike Shop 10% ACPR 110 West End Av 
Tread Bike Shop *10% ACPR 225 Dyckman St. 
Victor's Bike Repair 8% ABR 4125 Broadway 
Village Wheels *10% ABCPRS 63 E 8 St 
BROOKLYN 

Ace Cycles 10% ABCPR 1116 Coretelyou Rd 


Arnold's Bicycles 10% ACPR 4220 8 Av 
Bath Beach Cycles 10% ABCPR 2156 Bath Av 
Bay Ridge Bike 10% ACPRS 8916 3 Av 
Bicycle Land 10% ACR 424 Coney Island Av 
The Bike Shop 10% ACPR 240 Smith St 
Brooklyn Bicycle Center10% ABCPR 715 Coney Isl.Av 
Brooklyn Heights Bike 10% ACPR 278 Atlantic Av 
Dixon's *8% ABCPR 792 Union St 
Dyker Bike Store 8% ACPR 1412 86 St 
Ferrara Cycle 8% ABCPRS 6304 20 Av 
Larry's Cycle Shop 5% ABCPRS 1854 Flatbush Av 
On The Move 10% ACPS 400 7 Av 
Open Road Cycles 10% ACPR 256 Flatbush Av 
P & H Bike 10% ABCPRS 1819 Coney Island Av 
R&A Cycles 10% ACP 105 5 Av 
Roy's Sheepshead 10% ACP 2679 Coney Island Av 
Sizzling Bicycles 8% ACPSRX 3100 Ocean Pkwy 
Verrazano Bicycle Shop 10% ACPR 8717 3rd Ave 
BRONX 

Eddie's Cycle 5% A10% P 2035 Grand Concourse 
Neighborhood Cycle 10% ABCPR 571 Courtlandt Av 
Sid's Bike Shop 8% ACPRS 215 W 230 St 
Westchester Bike 10% ABCPRS 2611 Westchester 

QUEENS 

Astoria Bicycle 8% ABCPR 35-01 23 Av 
Bellitte Bicycle *10%ABCPR 169-20 Jamaica Av 
Bicycle Barn 8%R 111-51157th St & 107 34 Springfield Blvd 
Bike Stop 8% ACPRS 37-19 28 Av 
Bill's Cycles 10% 63-24 Roosevelt Av 
Bill's Ozone Park 15%AP 10%B 108th St & Liberty 


SKATE SHOPS 

Mercury Skate Shop at Hub Station *8% ACRPS 81 E. 3rd St. 


Buddy's 10% ACPR 79-30 Parsons Blvd 

Cigi Bicycle Shop 10% C 42-20 111 St 

Cigi I1 10% C 91-07 37 Av 

Grand Bicycle Center 10% BR 70-13 Grand Av 

Gray's Bicycles 8% ABCPR 82-34 Lefferts Blvd 

Queens Discount Bike *10%ACPR 92-64 Queens Blvd 

LONG ISLAND 

The Kreb Cycle 10% ACPR 10 Bell St, Bellport 
Valley Stream Bike 10% ACPR 95 E Merrick Rd 

WESTCHESTER 

Pelham Bicycle Center 15% APC 109 Wolfs Ln 

NEW JERSEY 

Academy 10% ABCPS (Palisades Park) 54 Grand Av 
Amber Cyclery 10% ACPR (Teaneck) 764 Palisade Av 
Bikemasters 10% ABCPR (Engelwood)l 1 Bennett Rd 
Bike Shop 10% ACP (Saddlebrook) 108 Rt 46 
Bikeworks *10%ACP (Rochelle Park) 383 Rochelle Av 
Clifton Speed 10% ABCPRS (Clifton) 1074 Main Av 
Cranford Bike *10% ABCPRS (Cranford) 103 N Union 
Four Sons 10% ABCPR (Wayne) 1154 Hamburg Tpke 
Marty Reliable 10% ACP (Morristown) 173 Speedwell 
RG's Bicycle 10% CP (Bayonne) 890 Bway 
Rte 15 Bike 10% ABCPRS (L. Hopatcong) State Hwy 15 
Strictly Bicycles 10% ARCP (Fort Lee) 521 Main St 
S.D.S. Bicycle Shops *10% ABCPR (Jersey City) 351 
Palisade Ave & (Cliffside Park) 674 Anderson Ave. 
Tenafly Bike Workshop 10% ACPR 175 Country Rd 


Shops interested in joining the program should 
contact Sharon at T.A.:212-629-8080. 

Donate your old bike or parts to Recycle-A- 
Bicycle. Call 212-260-7055 to coordinate a 
drop-off at one of the R-A-B sites. 









Many local transit companies offer bike access. 
Always call ahead, and always be courteous. 

Trains 

Amtrak —800-872-7245, www.amtrak.com; bicycles travel only 
in baggage cars. Not all trains offer baggage service/have baggage cars. You 
may put your bike on an earlier train and pick it up when you arrive. Bicycles 
must be boxed, $5 fee each way. Roll-on service (no box needed) at most 
stops on “Vermonter” and “Adirondack” trains — call for reservations. 

Long Island Rail Road —718-558-8228 or www.mta.nyc.ny.us; need permit: 
pick one up at Penn or Grand Central Stations. $5 one-time fee. Collapsible 
bikes ok without permit. Same rules as Metro-North, except summer season 
weekend trains have serious restrictions—see permit for details. 

Metro North —212-532-4900; need permit, pick one up at Grand Central 
Station, window #27. $5 one-time fee. No bikes during rush hours (call for 
times for your station) and on several holidays. Limit 2 bikes per car, 8 per 
train, except special bike trains. Groups of 4 or more must call ahead. Bikes 
ok all weekends. Port Jervis line- get NJ Transit pass. 

New Jersey Transit —201-491-9400; need permit for train, no bikes on buses. 
Permit is free at Penn Station, at Track 10 in Hoboken, or by phone or 
www.njtransit/state.nj.us/bikeperm.htm. Collapsible bikes always permitted. No 
regular bikes during am rush hours to NY and pm rush hours to NJ. No bikes 
on some holidays. Bring two bungee cords to secure bike. 

NY Transit (Subway) —Bikes permitted at all times; be considerate 6c use 
ends of train cars. A few stations’ gates limit bike exit/entry at times. 

PATH —800-234-PATH/201-216-6247; permit not required. No bikes 6- 
9:30am, 3-6:30pm weekdays, l-7pm Sat. No restrictions Sun. and Holidays. 
SEPTA —(Philadelphia)—215-580-7800; Bikes permitted on regional rail, 
Norristown, Market-Frankford, Broad St. lines. Off peak travel only. 

Buses 

Academy —212-971-9054,212-962-1122; serves Jersey Shore. No charge. 
Adirondack/Pine Hill Trailways —800-858-8555; No fee, travels in luggage 
bay if space available, must be boxed or bagged (supply your own) and cannot 
exceed 8”x32”x60”. No guarantee that a connecting carrier will accept it. 

DISCOVER HUNDREDS OF 
CITY CYCLING SECRETS IN 

Urban 
Bikers 9 
Tricks 
& Tips 

b>s/ OSW'E C3LOIVACZ 

LEARN TO SEAT THIEVE5, TRAFFIC, 

AND EVEN HELMET HEAD WITH 
OVER 700 PICTURES ON 250 PAGES 

PAPERBACK, IN COLOR—ONLY $14.95 



Bikes Aboard 


Asbury Park —212-971-9054; No charge, call for restrictions. 

Bonanza —212-947-1766; national; $3 per bicycle, travels in luggage bay. 
Carey Transport —No bikes. 

Greyhound —800-231-2222; national service. Must provide your own box, 
travels in the luggage bay. All connections accept the bike boxed. S10 each 
way fee, regardless of connections. 

Hampton Jitney —800-936-0440; serves the Hamptons. S10 per bicycle, 
travels in luggage bay. 

Liberty Lines —No bikes. 

LI Bus —No bikes. 

MTA —718-445-3100; Seasonal on QBx 1, runs over Whitestone Bridge. 
Martz Trailways —800-233-8604; serves Philadelphia, Poconos. No fee, but 
provide your own box. 

Miami Express —212-781-7954; serves Jacksonville, Orlando, Miami. 
Collapsible or boxed bikes only, $0.50 per pound. 

Olympia Trails —212-964-6233; No fee, call for details. 

Peter Pan —800-343-9999; No fee, travels in luggage bay, take off front wheel. 

Red &Tan Lines —No bikes. 

Short Line —800-631-8405; Hudson River Valley. No fee, but now requires 
bikes to be in canvas bag or box. 

Sunrise Coach Lines —516-477-1200; $10 per bike, travels in luggage bay. 
Trailways —800-858-8555; no fee, must provide your own box or bag. 

Ferries 

Delta Water Shuttle —800-933-5935; to LaGuardia Airport. 

Express Navigation — 800-262-8743; $3 fee: Pier 11: Manhattan to 
Highlands, NJ; Atlantic Highland, NJ; and Bay Ridge Brooklyn. 

Harbor Shuttle —888-254-RIDE; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

Fire Island Ferries —no bikes on ferries, must use infrequent cargo boat. 
New York Waterways —800-533-3779; Bikes OK always, $1 fee, limit 2 
bikes on most runs. No bikes on Port Imperial- Weehawken and Wall Street. 
New York Fast Ferry —800-NYF-NYFF; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

NY Water Taxi —no bikes allowed. 

Staten Island Ferry —718-815-BOAT; no extra charge, enter on Lower Level. 


CYCLING ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

Legal Counsel, Representation and Litigation 

"Twenty years of cycling experience has made me painfully 
aware of the injuries caused by road accidents." 

My office represents fellow cyclists who have been injured by careless 
motorists...There is no charge to discuss your legal rights in any 
situation where you have suffered injury or damage. A fee is charged 
when compensation is obtained from the motorist's insurance company. 

For further information and complimentary consultation contact: 

Barton L. Slavin, Esq. 
(212)233-1010 
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Joyride #27 
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Queens 
Treasure 
Hunt 


By Danny Lieberman 


This ride takes you from Queens Boro Hall through some of the most 
exquisite sections of the Northeast corner of Queens. Total distance is 
30 miles. While there are a few hills, they are not life-threatening. 
Starting point: NE corner of Queens Blvd & Union Turnpike (by the stat¬ 
ue "CIVIC VIRTUE"). Closest subway: E/F/R to Union Turnpike Station. 


LEGEND: 


BL bear left 

A ahead 

BR bear right 

X cross 


R Union Turnpike - stay right, 
heavy traffic 

BR Grand Central Pkwy Service Rd 
R 168th St 

L Abigail Adams Ave - 
entering the community of 
Jamaica Estates 
A Croydon Rd 
R Charlecote Ridge 
Quick L Devonshire Rd 
L Dalny Rd 
L Somerset St 
R Eton St 
L Barrington St 
R Cambridge Rd 
A Soho Dr 
L Santiago St 
BR Nero Ave 
L Sancho St 
R McLaughlin Ave 
L Francis Lewis Blvd - cut thru 
Cunningham Park. Traffic 
moves quick, stay right. 

R Union Turnpike - watch for 
turning traffic at the 
Clearview Expwy 
L Hollis Hills Terrace 
R Vanderbilt Motor Parkway 
L Exit to Alley Pond Park 
(bathrooms) 

R Winchester Blvd 
L Union Turnpike 
BR 80th Ave 

L Little Neck Pkwy - follow up 
a long hill - the crest is 
between the two highways. 
Careful on the downhills! 

X Northern Blvd 
L Sandhill Rd - clandestine 
turn onto unmarked street 
directly behind LIRR 
crossing, through Udall's 
Cove Preserve & community 
of Douglas Manor. 

BR Douglas Rd 
A Marinette St 
BL Shore Ave 
BR West Dr 

BR Douglaston Pkwy - LIRR 
station nearby 

Fork L continue on Douglaston Pkwy 
R Northern Blvd 


R Cross Island Greenway- 
"Joe Michael's Mile" - 
portions of on-ramp are 
under construction but 
Greenway is open 
L use ramped bridge to 28th 
Ave 

R Little Neck Blvd 

L 27th Ave 

BR 26th Ave ("private") 

R Bell Blvd 
L 23rd Ave 
R 212th St 

L Cross Island Service Rd 
R Utopia Pkwy - entering 
Beechhurst 
BL Totten St 
L 14th Ave 
R 166th St (unmarked) 

BL Powell's Cove Blvd 
R 161st St 
L Riverside Dr 
L 154th PI 
A 154th St 
R 10th Ave 
R 152nd St 
L Powell's Cove Blvd 
R Clintonville St - entering 
Whitestone 
R 6th Ave 

L Powellis Cove Blvd 
L 3rd Ave 

A Pass under bridge - 

bathrooms at Francis Lewis 
Park 

R Parsons Blvd - entering 
Malba 

L Malba Dr 
R Boulevard 

BR Point Crescent (unmarked) 
A South Dr 
BR Malba Dr 

A Whitestone Expwy Service 
L 14th Ave 

R Parsons Blvd - into the 
greater Flushing nabe 
L Oak Ave 

R 164th St - passing around 
Kissena Park 

R Goethals Ave - entering 
Briarwood 
L Parsons Blvd 
R Coolidge Ave 
L 135th St 
R HooverAve 

R Queens Blvd - back to start 


Jo Ann Ellison, Esq., Attorney at Law 

& fellow cyclist 

Specializing in: 

►Bicycle Accidents ^Personal Injury 

▲Ilo fee unleu payment b made on gour claims 

Serving the Five Boroughs of New York and Long Island 

1-800-660-1562 



MANHATTAN 

RIGKSHAW 

GOMPANY 


Reservations accepted for weekend 
and weekday evening pedicab service 

• Sensible 

• Affordable 

• Magical 


Please 
call (212) 
604-4729 



To print out the Joyride in bigger type, visit the T.A. website at www.transalt.org/features/ 
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november / december 


RIDES 


Thurs., Nov 5 The Wedge Ride. Meets at the Cube 
at Astor Place at 7pm to slow down street traffic 
in a friendly, funny way. (212) 802-8222 Time's Up! 
Fri., Nov. 6. Riverside Ride/Skate. One third 
Central Park, one third street, one third along the 
river. Help promote greenways in our city and see 
the beautiful river views. For bicyclists and 
advanced skaters. 10pm at Columbus Circle. 
Time's Upl/Empire Skate Club. 

Sun., Nov. 8 Off-Road Vistas: Kensico Dam. 
Follow the Bronx River Parkway bike path up to 
the dam and back. Bring Metro-North pass as 
back-up. 35 mi., paved path, with some riding in 
traffic. Hilly in places. Meet at 9:30 at Wakefield 
(end of #2 train at 241st Street and White Plains 
Road). Helmets required. 5BBC 
Sat., Nov. 14 Brooklyn Queens Mosaic. From 
borscht to arroz con polio, interesting neighbor¬ 
hoods like LIC, Greenpoint, Williamsburg, Fort 
Greene, the Waterfront, ending in Bklyn Heights. 
Mostly flat. Bring lock, $ for indoor snack, and 
lights. 20 mi. Meet 12:45 PM at Roosevelt Isl. 
Tramway entrance. Helmets required. 5BBC 
Sat., Nov. 14 Staten Island Bi-Coastal. Start on 
the Kill Van Kull side, lunch at Conference House 
Park, continue on the Atlantic side, with green¬ 
way waterfronts. Snow, ice, rain, fog, extreme 
cold cancels. 40 mi, mostly flat, some hills & 
required hiking on abnormal gravel paths, meet 
8am sharp at South Ferry (Auto ticket booth for 
the S.l. Ferry, Manhattan side) to take the 8:30am 
boat. Helmets required. 5BBC 
Sun., Nov. 15 Off-Road Vistas: Saddle Up to 
Westchester. Our favorite horse trail ride in the 
Bronx and heading North! Like the horses, we 
will ride over a rough dirt trail, negotiating roots 
and rocks. Mountain bikes required! Bring Metro 
North pass in case of problems. 25 mi., w/some 
road riding. Meet at Dyre Avenue (end of #4 sub¬ 
way line) at 9 AM. Helmets required. 5BBC 
Sun., Nov 15. Tarrytown: A fast rider ride to 
Tarrytown. Road bikes only. Marten, ride leader, 
(212) 327-1728 or mdenboer@hunter.cuny.edu. 
Start at the big rock across the sidewalk just 
north of the Boathouse in Central Park at 9 a.m. 
Fast & Fabulous Cycling Club. Please call the ride 
leaders if you plan to show. 

Sun., Nov 15. Bear Mountain: A 20 mile jaunt for 
mountain and hybrid bike riders on scenic back- 
woods trails through Bear Mountain State Park, 
leaving from the Sloatsburg station on the Port 
Jervis line of Metro-North. (Train bike passes 
required!) April, ride leader: (212) 495-6425 at 
work, or e-mail: at_nyc@hotmail.com; Fast & 
Fabulous Cycling Club. Please call the ride lead¬ 
ers if you plan to show. 


Sat., Nov. 21. Pre-Holiday Rockland Swing. 

Steady moderate pace to Piermont. Quaint choic¬ 
es for lunch. Mostly flat, some gravel and some 
hilly stretches on Route 9W. Pleasant nonethe¬ 
less. Rain, snow, ice, extreme cold, fog cancels. 
50 mi. Meet at Plaza Hotel, 59th & Fifth Avenue, 
Manhattan at 9AM. Helmets required. 5BBC 
Sun., Nov. 22. Escape from the City . to Riverdale. 
A ride to the country without leaving the city lim¬ 
its. See Wave Hill, a former private estate over¬ 
looking the Hudson. Deli stop for lunch; bring a 
lock. Forecasted high below 35 degrees or rain 
will cancel. 30 mi., some hills. Meet at 9 AM at the 
Plaza Hotel, 59th & 5th. Helmets required. 5BBC 
Sun., Nov. 22 Rockland Lake: For fast riders via 
back roads to Nyack, then to Rockland Lake for a 
couple of loops of the lake. Bring pocket food. 
Yoga by the lake, weather permitting. Road bikes 
only; 60 mi. Contact Bob, ride leader at (212) 567- 
7160 or rjn2@columbia.edu. Meet at the big rock 
across the sidewalk just north of the Boathouse 
in Central Park at 9 a.m. Fast & Fab Cycling Club. 
Please call the ride leaders if you plan to show. 
Fri., Nov 27 The Moonlight Ride. A rollicking 
nighttime ride through Central Park. Meet at 
Columbus Circle at 10pm. (212) 802-8222 Time's 
Up! 

Sun., Nov. 29 Kensico Dam: Trek up Route 22 to 
Kensico Dam in Westchester. Very scenic, and 
the hills are not extreme. $ for lunch. Road bikes 
only. Moderate pace, about 60 mi. Paulette, ride 
leader, (718) 293-0885. Meet at the big rock 
across the sidewalk just north of the Boathouse 
in Central Park at 9 a.m. Fast & Fab Cycling Club. 
Please call the ride leaders if you plan to show. 
Sat., Dec. 5 Queens Treasure Hunl/T.A. Joyride 27. 
Seek out some of the finest cycling spots in the 
borough of Queens with this treasure hunt. Lunch 
at central Queens restaurant. 30 mi., mixed ter¬ 
rain. Meet 10 AM at Kew Gardens stop on the E, F, 
R trains in Queens, in front of the statute of Civic 
Virtue. Helmets required. 5BBC 
Sun., Dec. 6. Frostbite Ride #1: Bike/Hike Flat 
Rock Brook Nature Preserve. Visit a nature pre¬ 
serve just across the GWB. Bring a lock, $ for 
contribution and bake sale, and hiking shoes (for 
about 3 mi. of trails). Buy and carry lunch—or 
bring it with you. 30 mi., mixed terrain. Meet at 
City Hall at 10 AM. Helmets required. 5BBC 
Sat., Dec. 12. Y'ar Ole Salt. The fleet's in. Join the 
flurry of activity at Sheepshead Bay at Brooklyn's 
Cape Cod. Bring your favorite fish tale to tell over 
clam chowder. Bring a lock and lights for early 
evening return. 25 mi., mostly flat with a few 
rolling hills. Meet 12:30 PM at City Hall or 1:30 PM 
at Prospect Park Picnic House (1 block from 3rd 


Street entrance). Helmets required. 5BBC 
Sun., Dec. 13 Frostbite Ride #2: Pancakes in 
Hoboken and Liberty State Park. Via Staten Island 
Ferry, Bayonne Bridge, etc. Return to Manhattan 
via PATH (bring bike permit and $1 fare). Meet 10 
AM, City Hall. Helmets required. 5BBC 
Sun., Dec. 20 Frostbite #3: Christmas Lights in 
Dyker Heights. Join our annual pilgrimage to 
enjoy the Christmas decorations and enjoy a dim 
sum lunch. Meet 10 AM, City Hall. Helmets 
required. 5BBC 

Sun., Dec. 27, 1998 Frostbite Ride #4: To the 

Cloisters. The recreation of a medieval monastery 
by the Met Museum of Art on very Northern 
Manhattan - decked out for the holidays! Bring 
lock, lunch $, and a donation for the museum. 
Meet 10 am, City Hall. Helmets required. 5BBC 
New Year's Eve, tba: Not a ride, but a benefit 
party down at The Hub. The Pedaimen and other 
bands. Call Time's Up: 212-802-2222. 

Sun., Jan. 3 Frostbite # 5: New York Botanical 
Gardens. Start the new year right! Enjoy warmth 
in January with a trip to the conservancy's desert 
and jungle climes. We may visit historic Snuff Mill 
for lunch. Meet 10 AM atthe Plaza Hotel. Helmets 
required. 5BBC. 


ride resources 

Bad weather cancels most rides. 

Bicycle Touring Club of Northern N.J. 

973-284-0404 

Five Boro Bicycle Club 

212-932-2300 x115 

This is only a sample of 5BBC's many rides: 
helmets must be worn on all rides! 

New York Cycle Club 

212-828-5711 

North Jersey Mountain Bike Club 

201-291-2332 

Paumonok Bicycle Club 

516-842-4699 

www.bicyclelongisland.org 

Staten Island Bicycle Association 

718-815-9290 
Time's Up! 212-802-8222 

skate resources 

Empire Skate Club 212 - 592-3674 
other resources 

Bicycle Network Development (maps) 

www.ci.nyc.ny.us / 212-442-4640 



Get Ready for 


WINTER! 


half price brake pads, chain & freewheel! 

Limit one bike's worth per customer 
Expires 12-30-98. Ad must be presented at time of purchase. 


Get Your Wheels Done by Habo's Expert Wheel Builders! 

= 9 **- 

'NEW YORK'S BEST BIKE SHOP" - NEW YORK MAGAZINE • WWW.BICYCLEHABITAT.COM 


244 Lafayette Street 
b/w Spring & Prince NYC 
212-431-3315 
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Letters, we get letters... 

Gallo Whines Before Their Time 


DearT.A.: 

Thanks for relating what a jerk 
Vincent Gallo is. I’ll be sure to avoid his 
movies, or whatever it is that he does, in 
the future. 

Far more interesting was the profile of 
James Langergaard. Unfortunately, James’ 
“high points” omitted the time he was run 
over by a cab on the way to the start of 
T.A.’s 1993 NYC Century Bike Tour. 

Jon Orcutt 
Brooklyn, NY 

DearTA.: 

I thoroughly enjoyed reading your 
Sept./Oct. issue, especially your profile of 
Vincent Gallo. 

I am still writing down many of his 
nuggets of wisdom. They should publish 
them like they did for Forrest Gump. Do 
you suppose he kisses his mirror much? 
Tom Tomaka 
Atlanta, GA 

DearT.A.: 

My husband and I are touring musi¬ 
cians. We were in Germany for a month 
with our folding bikes. The cities we vis¬ 
ited (Dusseldorf, Koln, Mannheim, 
Heidelberg and Hamburg) have beautiful 
bike trails along both sides of their canals 
and rivers, and plenty of bridges or ferries 
to take you across, too. Drivers are cour¬ 
teous to cyclists. Cyclists are courteous to 



pedestrians. City bike lanes are painted 
red at some difficult intersections. And 
some bike lanes are even on sidewalks! I 
know that wouldn’t work in New York 
but I wish there were a permanent bike 
path on the boardwalks like the one in 
Long Beach. 

Anyway, thanks for the 2nd Avenue 
bike lane. Keep up the good work! 

Ann Garvey 
Brooklyn, NY 


DearT.A.: 

I recently got a ticket for 
“disobey[ing] steady red light” at the cor¬ 
ner of West 4th Street and Grove Street 
from a police officer on a bike. Officer 
Duffy of the 6th Precinct was very civil 
to me, and almost apologetic (“they’re 
making us do this now”) as he handed 
me a $100 ticket. Afterward, his actions 
belied the hypocrisy of the ticketing 
campaign. With his helmet strapped 
securely to his handlebars, he zipped the 
wrong way up West 4th Street. I consid¬ 
er riding the wrong way on a one way 
street to be far more dangerous than 
coming to a red light, observing an 
absence of crossing traffic and pedestri¬ 
ans, and proceeding through. 

Regardless, I’m sure Officer Duffy 
wouldn’t have considered driving the 
wrong way up that street in a squad car. 
The same standards and fine levels 
should not be applied to bicycles; even 
the police riding bicycles casually disre¬ 
gard the laws they’re supposed to uphold. 

Jordan Copeland 

New York, NY 

DearT.A.: 

I wanted to relay a message to your 
readers concerning reckless driving by 
some of our city’s cabbies. In April I was 
side-swiped by a cab whose driver had 
been changing lanes without signaling at 
all, and then, upon seeing a prospective 
fare on the curb, decided to make a bee¬ 
line for her, ignoring my presence on the 
road. I reacted angrily to the side-swipe 
by slapping his wing mirror loudly. This 
shocked him to his senses, and he reacted 
by pinning me against the curb and try¬ 
ing to grab me through the window. 

When I told him I would report this 
incident to the TLC, his attitude 
changed to conciliatory. Too late. I fded a 
complaint upon reaching my office, and 
two weeks ago, went in for my hearing. 
His story should have won awards for fic¬ 
tion. The arbitrator, however, believed 
me, and he was fined. Cyclists should 
know that they can get action if they reg¬ 
ister a complaint with the TLC. The 
offending cabbie may be treated to fines, 
points on their license, and increased 
insurance costs. 

By the way, I must say I found cover 



boy Vincent Gallo to be totally obnox¬ 
ious. I noticed that the bike he is riding 
in the picture has no brakes. I have been 
involved in very few crashes with other 
cyclists over the past 20 years, but in 
almost every case, this involved a bike 
with no brakes, just like the one he has. 
Figures. 

Mark Lewis 

New York, NY 

T.A. encourages anyone menaced by a taxi to 
file a complaint. Call 212-NYC-TAXI 
(692-8294). —Ed 

DearTA.: 

I got my TA newsletter and sat 
down to my usual letter-writing cam¬ 
paign. All these issues, all these attacks 
on us little non-polluting cyclists — hel¬ 
met harassment, Prospect Park, bridges, 
speed limit legislation derailed, diesel 
demons, etc. Yet when it came time to 
write letters of outrage to politicians, 
there was just one measly little address 
(DOT Commish Wilbur Chapman). So 
I wrote that one in five minutes and now 
I’m ready to write more, but no addresses. 

Please include addresses and a note 
about what we can DO at the end of 
each article. 

Ed Bikales 
New York, NY 

Good point. We’ve included additional 
addresses this issue. Government contact 
addresses, faxes, and e-mail are also listed at: 
www. transalt. org/info/contacts, html —Ed 

Dear Councilman Noach Dear: 

There have been proposals to ear¬ 
mark a portion of federal highway funds 
for greenways and paths for cycling and 
running paths. As a man who has been 
running marathons for as long as you’ve 
been in politics, I support these propos¬ 
als. Automobiles, especially those driven 
to and from work daily carrying only 
their drivers, are the scourge of our city. 
Bicycles and runners do not pollute the 
air, add to global warming or consume 
precious natural resources. Children are 
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far more likely to be injured or God for¬ 
bid killed by automobiles than by bicy¬ 
clists; ever tried to navigate 13th Avenue 
lately? Cycling or running to work or 
school provides needed exercise and 
keeps us healthy; automobile pollution 
makes us sick. We need fewer automo¬ 
biles and more greenways and bike/run 
paths. As chairman of the transportation 
committee you killed the Sunset Park 
bicycle path connector. How can we 
trust you? 

Dr. Zev Stern 

Brooklyn, NY 

Editor’s Note: Despite spending over $1 mil¬ 
lion, Dear recently lost to Anthony Weiner in 
the Democratic primary race for Congress. 


DearT.A.: 

I don’t understand why [Transpor¬ 
tation Alternatives’ last issue of City 
Cyclist\ was so excited about the immi¬ 
nent opening of the new Williamsburg 
Bridge walkway. Have you seen the radi¬ 
cally sharp approach to the Bedford 
Avenue exit? Have you seen the extreme 
narrowness of said approach? Even with 
many “CAUTION” warnings and “DIS¬ 
MOUNT” signs — who will obey them? 
Now is the time for your legal committee 
to warn all relevant agencies. All cyclists 
and pedestrians are in serious danger. 

James N. Koppel 
New York, NY 


T.A. is working with the City agencies to 
improve the bridge’s final design (see Cycling 
News in this issue). We encourage our mem¬ 
bers to voice their concerns directly with their 
city councilmembers as well. — Ed. 


Letters to the Editor 

Direct your letter to: 

Editor, T.A., 

115 W. 30th St. #1207, 

New York, NY 10001, or fax it 

to 212-629-8334, or e-mail it to 

info@transalt.org 

Letters may be edited for clarity 

and length. 


Classifieds 


Classified ads are free for members, subject to a 3-line limit depending on space. Mail, fax, or e-mail ads to T.A. by Dec 15 for next 
issue. One issue run unless requested otherwise. Fax: 212-629-8334 / e-mail: info@transalt.org. Not for commercial use. 


Sale: 97 Specialized groundcontrol FSR comp, 19", excellent condition, asking 
$1,900, James (718) 894-5287 or e-mail BikeXTR@aol.com 
Sale: 95 Rockhopper frame with 97 parts, xt components, Judy DH fork, 16 1/2", 
$600. James 718-894-5287 or e-mail BikeXTR@aol.com 

Sale: Huffy Stone Mountain 18 speed bike. Woman's frame. Rear wire baskets, 
water bottle. Ridden less than 100 miles. Ideal for city commuting, shopping. $200 
0B0. Richard 212-874-2008 

Sale: Atala road bike, white, 55 cm c to c Columbus SL tubing. Full campy Athena 
Grupo, campy Aero whls, look clipless pedals, Flite saddle. Exl condition. $525. Also 
blk Flite saddle $25. Greg 718-855-2704 

Sale: Iron Horse "Matrix" hybrid. 23" frame. Solid, dependable and in good shape. 
$100 0N0. Andrew 212-366-8259. 

Sale: Cool Bike-one speed w/ten speed frame, racing handlebars, front handbrake, 
back foot brake, new tires, ready to roll. $125 neg. Zack 212-966-6249. 


Sale: Purple Bottecchia Spago — Road Bicycle. Columbus Cro-Moly Tubing —TSX 
Superbutted Frame size — 62 cm. 62 cm seat tube/42 cm chain-stay/56 cm seat 
stay/62 cm Down tube 59 cm Top tube/19cm Rake. Dura-ace Parts — Front & Rear 
derailleur & down tube shifters & crank (180 cm arms) Hubs/Head set. Hyperglide 
chain and cassett/Royal Dia combo brake set/90 cm handle bar stem/42 cm wide 
handle bar/Ti-Flite seat/Sakae TCO sport seat tube/Two bottle cages/Adjustable 
Look clip-less pedals— Call after 4 p.m. evenings 718-485-3881. Asking $500. 

Sale: Specialized Rockhopper Comp 19" MTB. Grey, Chrome-moly frame/fork. 
Shimano Deore LX derailleurs, crank, brakes, XT thumb shifters, brake levers, Tange 
sealed headset, Specialized BX-23 rims, Ground Control Kevlar bead tires w/ 
Wheelsmith spokes. New $649. Sell for $299. ALSO: NEW! Graber Spare Tire Rack. 
Holds 2 Bikes. $50. Odyssey 1" needle bearing headset $30. Stein freewheel injector 
cleaner $5. Mini-pump $7. list of more available by fax. James 516-421-5826 
Sale: Classic all chrome Panasonic Road bike. Rare 25" frame for guy 6'3" or over. 
Just completely overhauled. Excl cond. Best offer. Ken 212-595-5133 


ARC DE TRI0MPHE fife 



THE PERFECT CYCLE SHOP WITH DISCOUNT PRICES. 


•TREK 

•CANNONDALE 

MOUNTAIN & ROAD BIKE PRO SHOP 

All the Lightweight “Goodies” 

• MONGOOSE 

• SPECIALIZED 
& OTHERS 

BMX, FREE STYLE, SKATEBOARDS, 
CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES 

GT, Dyno, Haro, Hoflmann, Standard, S&M, Primo, Others 

LARGE DISPLAY, GREAT SELECTION, LOW PRICES. 

Fast turnaround. Discount for group/club orders. 


DAH0N FOLDING BICYCLES, TRIATHLON/ROAD AND CROSS 


UPS Delivery Available 


WE REPAIR ALL MAKES 

SPANISH, GERMAN, & FRENCH SPOKEN HERE 


718 - 846-2099 


OPEN m-F 10:30-6:30 
SUNDAY 11-5 


web site coming soon 


If Busy, 846-4094 
114-01 Jamaica Ave, Richmond Hill, Queens 



New 

York’s 

Virtual 

Salon 


est 
U 990. 


for more details: 
email: info@echonyc.com 
web: www.echonyc.com 
voice:212-292-0900 
data: 212-292-0910 
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Stocking stuffers from T.A. 


LUIOIOIOIO 



* asterisk indicates special dis¬ 
count price for T.A. members only. 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

All items are available and 
pictured in color on our web site, 
www.transalt.org/about/buystuff 


Item 


Price + Shipping Quantity. Size. Color = Total 


Bike Cult *177*22 *3.00 

A fascinating illustrated book detailing virtually all aspects of 
cycling — everything you ever wanted to know and more! 
Written by New Yorker and T.A. member Dave Perry! 

© Asphalt Nation *207125 *3.00 

A major work of urban studies that examines how the automo¬ 
bile has ravaged America’s cities and landscape, and how we 
can fight back. By Jane Holtz Kay. 

Prospect Park Buttons *1.00 *1.00 

Just the accessory to wear on the street or to the next 
Community Board meeting. Pin it on your panniers or jersey, 
or clip it to your brake cable. 

One Less Car T-shirt ‘137*15 *1.25 

T.A.’s original fashion statement. Ride with pride wearing this 
100% thick cotton T-shirt. Please indicate size: XL or L, and 
color: Green, Navy, Black, Natural, or Red. 

© Auto-Free NYT-shirt *107*12 *1.25 

100% cotton. Indicate size: L or M, and color: Green or Teal. 
Powerbell *17/2 for *28 incl. 

Super-loud bell gets attention of cars and peds. Attaches to 
front fork; handlebar trigger, [notpictured] 


Prospect Park T-shirts 


*137115 


*1.25 


100% natural unbleached cotton. Sizes: M, L, XL. Illustration 
on front, “Cars Out of Prospect Park!” on back, [notpictured] 

TA. Baseball Hats *107*15 *1.25 

All-Navy, or Khaki with green brim. One size fits all. 

Cycle & Recycle Calendar 99 *107*12 *1.50 

30 inspiring photos in color and B&W to keep you pedaling 
throughout 1999! Limited supply! 

SafetyVest *87*10 *2.00 

Safety orange is cool. 

98 Century Bike Tour T-Shirt *127*10 $1.25 

Unbleached Patagonia organic cotton with full-color design. 
Specify S, M, L, XL. 


Total Amount Enclosed 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 


Phone: 


□ Check Enclosed C MasterCard or Visa 
Credit Card Number _ _ _ 


Expires. 


Signature_ 

To order, fill out the above, add your name and address, and mail it to T.A. with your payment, or fax it to 
T.A. at 212-629-8334 with your credit card number (MC or Visa) and signature. 


Is it Time to Renew? Check Your Address Label Below for Your Membership Expiration Date! 
Use the envelope inside to renew— or, use it to ask a friend to join. 


Transportation Alternatives 
115 W 30th St Ste 1207 
New York NY 10001-4010 

Do not forward. 

Do not return. 
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